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BOSTON REGION 


October was mild and dry with few 
marked cold waves. There were real flights 
of land birds only on the 17th and 26th. 
November 
was remark- 
ably warm 
and dry. 
December 
was very 
mild and 
_& open, with 
very little 
snow. January was most uneven, very mild, 
then very cold, and again very mild, pre- 
cipitation for the first time in 6 months 
was normal, but it fell mostly as rain along 
the coast and southward. 

Fall migration. The trend, so pro- 
nounced in September, was continued 
during October. Group after group of 
birds continued to arrive from the north 
remarkably early in spite of the mild 
weather, but many took a remarkably long 
time in passing south or in reaching nor- 
mal numbers. Thus, the Holboell’s Grebe 
showed up on unprecedented dates in late 
September and early October, but the peak 
of the flight was not reached until late 
December, a month later than normal. 
Conspicuously early birds were the Red- 
throated Canada Goose 
(late September and early October), 
Brant, and the first sea ducks. Except for 
stragglers, the main migrations of warblers, 
thrushes and sparrows were concluded 
early. Even the European Black-headed 
Gull arrived in Newburyport Harbor on 
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October 12 (H. O. C.) instead of early 
November, and remained through the 
winter. The duck flight was excellent in 
early October, but scattered by the hunt- 
ing season later; Scaup and Ruddy in in- 
creased numbers. Hawk flights over Mt. 
Tom were disappointing, but Duck Hawks 
numerous coastwise. Shore birds lingered 
later than ever; it was a surprise to get 
both Godwits and Western Willet on the 
outer Cape on November 9 (Hill, Gris- 
com). Various stragglers lingered into early 
January; Red-backed Sandpipers wintered 
in large numbers, with numerous Sander- 
ling, a flock of Knot, and even a Turn- 
stone at Nauset (Pike). Sea ducks returned 
to Monomoy Point in numbers; on No- 
vember 16, we estimated Old-squaw 30,000, 
Eider 20,000, Scoters, chiefly White- 
winged, 100,000. 

Birds passing through in notable num- 
bers: Red-throated Loon, 627 at Pt. 
Judith, R. I., November 23 (Coman, 
Kraus); Forster's Tern, numerous records 
to November 16; Dovekie (November, no 
gales or storms); Arkansas Kingbird (in at 
least 8 localities to December 5!); Black- 
capped Chickadee (great flight); Golden- 


crowned Kinglet (great flight); Snow 
Bunting and Lapland Longspur. 
Great rarities for the period: Black 


Gyrfalcon, 3 coastal records, October 13, 
November 1, December 27; Blue Gros- 
beak, 1 collected, Chatham, October 13 
(Griscom, Parker); Black Vulture, 1 shot, 
Milo, Maine, in late October; Raven over 
Mt. Tom, October 26 (Mrs. Dietrich, et 
al.); Greater Snow Goose, 40 over Marthas 
Vineyard, November 28 (Bell, Smith); 
Old World Dunlin, probably Greenland 
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subspecies, collected at Monomoy, No- 
vember 9 (Griscom); Bohemian Waxwing, 
West Newbury, November 2 (Pike, Nut- 
ting, H. O. C.); Western Grebe, Monomoy 
Point, December 28 (Conway, Brown). 

Winter bird life. Characterized by the 
phenomenally early arrival of many rare 
and irregular visitants, numerous stragglers 
due to mild weather, and record high lists 
of species in January and early February. 
Outstanding was one of the great Snowy 
Owl flights of history, the first since 1926, 
and the earliest ever, with numerous Oc- 
tober records back to the 16th; as usual, 
very few birds remained after mid-Decem- 
ber. Also outstanding was the third flight 
known of the Acadian Chickadee, begin- 
ning October 30, and the first since 1916; 
they came on the heels of the Black-capped 
Chickadee flight, and did not reach peak 
numbers until late December; stragglers 
reached the outer Cape and Block Island, 
but there were nowhere near as many 
birds as in 1916. 

Notes on other winter visitors. Goshawk, 
very few in New England; white-winged 
gulls, all 3 species arrived on unprece- 
dented dates in October, but very scarce 
until after mid-January; Black Guillemot, 
exceptionally numerous, other Alcids par- 
ticularly scarce; Black-capped Chickadee, 
normal wintering population; Northern 
Shrike, very few; Evening Grosbeak, scat- 
tered arrivals in late October, building up 
to one of the great flights of history in 
mid-January, one party recording over 200 
north of Boston on January 23; Pine Gros- 
beak, scattered arrivals in late October and 
early November, scattered flocks northern 
and western New England south to Bos- 
ton, but no real flight; Redpoll, arrival in 
late October, common in northern and 
western New England in November and 
December, south to Cape Cod, but disap- 
pearing in January, definitely not a great 
flight year; one Hoary Redpoll at Way- 
land (Alan Morgan).—LupLow GriscoM, 
Museum of Comparative Zodlogy, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION 


There has seldom been a fall with a 
gentler disposition. October and Novem- 
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ber were warm and dry and increased the 
water defi- 
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warm but 
was the first 
of recent 
months to 
be wetter than average. Winter arrived 
with the first snowfall and seasonable tem- 
peratures on December 12-13 and Janu- 
ary was exactly average in temperature 
with little snow. 

The October land-bird migration was 
excellent with several good waves through- 
out the region. Indications were that the 
fall flight was concluded earlier than 
normal. 

Long Island birders again coéperated in 
a waterfowl census over several days in 
early December. The total of 92,188 was 
considerably smaller than the 154,914 of 
1940 or the 148,081 of 1939. Mr. Elliott 
points out two factors to be considered in 
this connection, however—strong north- 
west winds during the census period and 
the effects of the prolonged hunting sea- 
son. Scaup provided 50% of the total 
this year; Black Ducks again seem to have 
decreased. Heartening was the good in- 
crease in Brant. 

Away from Long Island, good late fall 
concentration points for waterfowl were 
the great reservoir ‘sanctuaries’-—Kensico, 
N. Y., and Boonton, N. J. Of especial in- 
terest were: Whistling Swan, 1 killed hit- 
ting high tension wires, Troy Meadows, 
N J., about December 7 (Eynon); Canada 
Goose, flight early and good, chiefly dur- 
ing first half of October; 1 Snow Goose 
only, but 2 Blue Geese, Como, N. J., No- 
vember 9 (Seeley); European Widgeon, 
perhaps 10 in region from November on, 
but Long Island’s European Teal dwindled 
to but | or 2 birds this year; fewer Gadwall 
on Long Island but more records else- 
where; Ring-necked Duck, still increas- 
ing, viz: maximums, 240 at Boonton, No- 
vember 9 (Eynon, Edwards); 231 at 
Smithtown, L. I., December 24 (Fischer); 
110 at Kensico, December 28 (Cook, Burd- 
sall), Canvas-backs in Flushing Bay in- 
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creased to 200, February | (Fischer). Both 
Eiders as usual at Montauk, just 1 Ameri- 
can westward. Harlequin Duck, 1, At- 
lantic Beach, January 25 (Mayer, et al.). 

Hawks flights on New Jersey ridges until 
October 25, some still moving until De- 
cember 7. Goshawk, 19 seen on 3 trips 
to Kittatinny Ridge in mid-October (Rus- 


ling); hardly any later elsewhere. Duck 
and Pigeon Hawk flights good. Rough- 


legs were numerous to close of period on 
western Long Island and the upper Pas- 
saic Valley, N. J. A great rarity near the 
city was Golden Eagle at Rye, October 
29 (Oboiko) and what was probably the 
same bird at Pelham Bay, December 8 into 
January (var. obs.). 

White-winged gulls scarce throughout. 
Kittiwake, a few from last of year on, most 
notable one in Raritan Bay, December 27 
(Cant); Kumlien’s Gull, the Narrows, De- 
cember 12 (Mayer, Terry); a Little Gull 
discovered at the Narrc ws on December 14 
remained until January 11 (Elliott, Mayer, 
Sedwitz, et al.). The last Forster’s Tern, 1 
carefully identified at Jones Beach, No- 
vember 30 (R. Nickelsen). 

Alcids almost absent, but single Briin- 
nich’s Murre and | Razor-billed Auk got 
as far south at Monmouth County, N. J. 
(Seeley, et al.). 

Snowy Owl, best flight in years—30 
records on Long Island reported to Elliott, 
October 31 to February 1; 6 in West- 
chester (Bull) and 5 in northern New 
Jersey, same period. 

Good flights of Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
Creeper, Robins, Bluebirds, both King- 
lets, and Rusty Blackbird. The Black- 
capped Chickadee invaded the region dur- 
ing the second half of October, and 
Christmas counts showed local populations 
to be 2 to 5 times greater than normal. 

Land-bird records of outstanding in- 
terest: Arkansas Kingbird, only 2 reports; 
Raven, New Rochelle, N. Y. (Bull, Young) 
and Westhampton, L. I. (Helmuth), both 
on December 28; Acadian Chickadee, 1, 
from November into January at Fairfield, 
Conn. (var. obs.) and 1, Ardsley, N. Y., 
December 28 (Dr. Thomas, et. al.), the 
first in the region in 25 years; Bohemian 
Waxwing, 2 at close range, Rye, January 5 
(Oboiko), 3rd record for Westchester 


County; Cardinal, reported from Beacon, 
N. Y., Central Park, and North Beach, 
L. 1; Blue Grosbeak, 1 immature, Mon- 
tauk, October 12 (Grant, Terry, Bohn); 
Dickcissel, 1 picked up dead, Scarsdale, 
October 14 (Geo. Dock) and an immature, 
South Ozone Park, L. I., October 20-25 
(Mayer). 

Evening Grosbeak, best incursion in 8 
years, the records beginning in November 
and increasing to end of period. Pine 
Grosbeak, 4, Shelter Island, January 3 
(Latham). One report for Red Crossbill, 
4 for White-winged in late fall. 

No Tree Swallows wintering this year 
but January items included a Phoebe in 
Monmouth Co., N. J. (Jacobs, Corn) and 
a White-crowned Sparrow at Tarrytown 
(Gratwick). Mayer reports a male Prairie 
Horned Lark giving the flight song on 
breeding grounds at Idlewild on Janu- 
ary 23.—ALFrrep E. Eynon, 33 Montclair 
Ave., Verona, N. J. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION 


Temperatures for the period averaged 
about normal. Precipitation was consider- 
ably below normal. Snowfall was light. 

Mid-October 
brought a re- 
markable migra- 
tion of Golden- 
crowned King: 
lets. All areas re- 
ported unusual 
numbers — Hawk 
Mountain, Pa., 
October 12, 
“notes of the Kinglets, a continuous in- 
sect-like buzz,” at least 1000 seen (Mc- 
Donald, Livingston). Brigantine, N. J., Oc- 
tober 10, “the great number of Kinglets 
present could be described only as a shower 
of Kinglets” (Moore). 

Mourning Doves in unusual numbers— 
flocks of 10 to 50 reported at various points. 
Over 100 were seen at Wissahickon, Pa. 
Roost containing 200 nightly was reported 
by Anderson during the winter at Haddon- 
field, N. J. 

Evening Grosbeaks—a fine flight in this 
section—Hawk Mountain, Pa., 4 on No- 
vember 11, 13 on November 15, 11 on 
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November 16, 2 on November 19 (Broun); 
Sterrett’s Gap, Pa., November 11, 5 (Frey); 
Moorestown, N. J., January 4, 4 (Linton); 
Haddonfield, N. J., January 18, 4, first 
seen (Erickson); January 31, 18 (R. and 
H. Peters). 

Siskins, numerous November reports. 

Snowy Owls, marked invasion. Most 
records are those of birds killed by hunt- 
ers during gunning season. Reports of live 
birds seen: Reading, Pa., 1, first observed 
October 23 (Poole), still present Novem- 
ber 11; Harrisburg, Pa., area reported by 
H. B. Wood, | at Colonial Park about No- 
vember 15, 1 at mouth of Juaniata River, 
date ?, 1 at Carlisle, Pa., date ?, 1 at Spring 
Lake, Cumberland County, Pa., Decem- 
ber 14; Moorestown, N. J., January 1, 1 
(Evans); Holgate, N. J., December 20, 1 
(Cadbury); Brigantine, N. J., January 4; 
1 (J. Wagoner, E. Y. Kramer). 

Ducks—Fort Mott, N. J., November I, 
Black Duck 40,000, Pintail 10,000, Shovel- 
ler 60, Green-winged Teal 1000, Baldpate 
10 (Street). Due to the open winter, per- 
haps 100,000 ducks, mostly Blacks and 
Pintails, have wintered along the Delaware 
River near Philadelphia. 

Outstanding record: Fort Mott, N. J., 
November 2, Avocet, 12 (Eynon, Brown); 
7 were still present November 16 (Man- 
ners, et al.). 

Other records of interest. Stone Harbor, 
N. J., October 8, Caspian Tern, 2 (Street). 
Long Beach, N. J., October 5, Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, 1 (Rogers). Cape May, N. J., 
October 12, Black Vulture, 1 (E Y. and Q. 
Kramer). Tinicum, Pa., November 9, 
Snow Bunting, 18 (Culver). Fort Mott, N. 
J.. November 8, Snow Bunting, 75 (E. Y. 
and Q. Kramer). Philadelphia, Pa., Janu- 
ary 27, Iceland Gull, | (Cadbury). Brigan- 
tine, N. J., October 18, Golden Plover, 1; 
Arkansas Kingbird, 1 (Yoder). Margate, N. 
J., September 18, Arkansas Kingbird, 1; 2 
on mainland opposite Margate, November 
15 (Miss C. H. Arnold). Fort Mott, Novem- 
ber 2, Whistling Swan, 15; White-crowned 
Sparrow, 3 (Eynon, Brown). Bombay 
Hook, Del., November 19, Snow Goose, 
3000; Blue Goose, 12; Lark Sparrow, 1; 
Ipswich Sparrow, 1 (Cutler, et al.). Near 
Reading, Pa., November 8, Gyrfalcon, 1 
(Poole). Riverton, N. J., December 25, 
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Mockingbird, 2 (Moore). Wildwood, N. J., 
February 1, King Eider, 3, one adult drake 
(J. and W. Wagoner). Barn Owls, 3 
broods, reported mid-January, Glenolden, 
Pa. (Gillespie); Haddonfield, N. J. (An- 
derson); Westville, N. J. (Manners).— 
Jutian K. Porter, 437 Park Ave., Col- 
lingswood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION 


Temperature about normal; precipita- 
tion much below, thus drying some ponds 
and streams; little snow. Coldest spell 
January 6- 
11, reach- 
ing —6° at 
Greens- 
boro and 
6° at Ra- 
leigh. 

Coastal 
Section. 
Waterfowl 
appeared to be more plentiful this last 
year along coastal waters, but scarcer in- 
land where the drought lowered lakes and 
depleted natural food supplies. There were 
good numbers of Black Duck, Gadwall, 
Pintail, Shoveller, Buffle-head, and Ruddy, 
with fewer Baldpate except at Back Bay 
(Mrs. Reed), and only a few Mallards and 
Redheads. Back Bay reported 2000 Ring- 
necks as against 6000 Lesser Scaup, and at 
the end of the period the former did not 
seem to be replacing the latter. Brant were 
seen in rafts of 2000 near shore at Pea 
Island (Walker), as compared with a few 
hundred reported from airplane census in 
last two years for parts of Albemarle Sound. 
Mattamuskeet (Johnson) had 15,000 Can- 
ada Geese, only half the number of last 
year, but Pea Island and Back Bay, with 
10,000 each, did not reflect an increase. 
Snow Geese (8000) arrived at Back Bay 
on November 21, and, with later arrivals 
and those at Pea Island, probably built 
up to a total of 18,000. Blue Geese doubled 
their number this year: Back Bay, 20; Pea 
Island, 10; Mattamuskeet, 5. Whistling 
Swan increased at Back Bay (2500) and 
were more numerous at Mattamuskeet 
(3000) than last year, but far below former 
figures; Mattamuskeet birds did not come 


in until after heavy rains in December. 
Swans have been returning to Currituck 
Sound with the increasing recovery of food 
there, but we lack information on num- 
bers there this year. Waterfowl have been 
washed ashore badly oiled following sub- 
marine activities. 

Shore birds remained late during the 
warm weather late in 1941, and Beaufort, 
N. C. (Kelly, Mrs. Simpson), reported 105 
Black Skimmers on January 12. On Janu- 
ary 2, Pea Island had a few Least Sand- 
pipers, 3000 Red-backed Sandpipers (more 
than usual), many Black-bellied Plover, 
with only a few Sanderling and some 
Greater Yellow-legs. 
Ruddy Turnstone on February 6. On the 
Pea Island flats, Walker observed a flock 
of 65 Marbled Godwits on January 22, the 


Beaufort also had a 


largest flock he has seen and the second 
winter record for North Carolina. 

Common Terns were plentiful at Pea Is- 
land on November 13 (a month later than 
usual), and Royal Terns were observed 
on December 20 (two weeks late). Louisi- 
ana Heron and Snowy Egret were noted 
at Beaufort, N. C., January 9, and 4 Brown 
Pelicans at Hatteras on December 15 
(Walker)—all late dates. Only Dovekie 
was at Pea Island on January 22. Short- 
eared Owl on November 4 at Pea Island, 
and November 21 at Norfolk. No Snowy 
Owls reported. 

At Norfolk, Va. (Mrs. Reed), there was 
a heavy migration of Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches, Brown Creepers and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets from October 21 to No- 
vember 4, some wintering; also a Connecti- 
cut Warbler on October 16, and a late 
Magnolia Warbler on October 30; an Up- 
land Plover (rare there) on November 13. 
First Virginia winter record of a Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron was of an adult 
bird on January 8 at Norfolk. 

Inland Section. Arden (Mrs. Grinnell): 
Tree Sparrows, December 25; Brown- 
headed Nuthatch, 2, January 25, first for 
Buncombe County; Black and White 
Warbler, 1, January 26; Pine Siskins, 
January 8, noted elsewhere only at Chapel 
Hill (Odum); Black-throated Blue War- 
bler, October 10, latest for State; first 
Winter Wren, October 14, earliest. Sum- 
merville, S. C. (Swope): first White- 


throated Sparrow, October 30 (Raleigh on 
18th, Arden on Ist); last Redstart, Octo- 
ber 11; Magnolia Warbler, October 9; 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, January 19; 
thousands of Robins late November to 
mid-December, also unusually common at 
Chapel Hill. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were reported in unusual numbers at 
Chapel Hill, Arden, Greensboro, and Hen- 
derson (Miss Hunter). Pigeon Hawk at 
Washington, N. C. (Biggs), December 10, 
and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher from Decem- 
ber 27 to end of period. Departure dates for 
Raleigh: last Catbird, October 4; Wood 
Pewee, October 5; Wood Thrush, Octo- 
ber 17, Titmice were unusually common 
at Henderson, and at Tryon (Holmes) 
there was an unusual number of birds at 
feeding stations.—C. S. BrRimLey, 515 Wash- 
ington St., and JouN H. Grey, JR., 2718 
Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 


The dry weather of last fall persisted 
until late December, when heavy showers 
filled ponds and streams to overflowing. 
Normal rainfall 
during the remain- 
der of the double 
period maintained 
high water levels. 
October was hot, 
then. temperatures 
dropped early in 
November and 
frost extended 
= Gulf o Mexico} down to the coast 

on November 9. 
December was warm again, while January 
brought the only severe cold of the winter. 

Small-bird life has made some recovery 
from the low ebb reported at this season 
last year, but the effects of the killing 
freeze of January 1940 on the numbers of 
some species are still noticeable. Of the 
species mentioned last year, the Savannah 
Sparrow is still rare; Phoebe is seen regu- 
larly but not yet as commonly as formerly; 
Palm and Yellow Palm Warblers, uncom- 
mon; Hermit Thrush, reported occasion- 
ally but still far below its numbers of 3 
years ago; Killdeer is fairly common but 
was late in arriving in fall migration and is 


Pensacola region 
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not yet widely distributed; Mourning Dove, 
common until cold weather set in, then 
decidedly rare. Encouraging recoveries have 
been made by Bluebird and Robin. The 
Bluebird is almost as common as before 
the freeze, and the Robin is far commoner 
than last winter. 

The unusual invasion of Red-breasted 
Nuthatches reported from several north- 
ern and eastern stations in the preceding 
period reached this area early in the 
present period—the first bird on Novem- 
ber 2, then others on November 16 and 30, 
December 7, and January 25. These birds, 
appearing singly (except for 2 on Novem- 
ber 16), were found in four widely sepa- 
rated coastal localities and were the first 
to be noted in this region since the winter 
of 1923-24, when 2 birds were seen. The 
Brown Creeper, entirely absent some years 
and never common, has been widely dis- 
tributed in ones and twos since its arrival 
on October 25. On November 16, 5 were 
seen, 3 of which were with the Nuthatches 
reported that day. 

Starting on October 26 and continuing 
for several days, the goose migration is said 
to have been better than for some years. 
Neither I nor any of my trained observers 
saw any flocks near enough for species 
identification, but probably all three usual 
species—Blue, Snow, and Canada—were 
represented in the many reports brought 
to me by hunters and fishermen of large 
flocks of ‘wild geese.’ The duck migration 
was disappointing. Possibly weather condi- 
tions farther north were not severe enough 
to send the ducks south in a heavy wave, 
and the migration was long-drawn and 
straggling. Lesser Scaup and Red-breasted 
Merganser were first seen on November 2; 
and Ring-neck (K. Fulghum) and Buffle- 
head (earliest ever recorded), November 
11. Surf Scoter is a new species in my ex- 
perience of 26 years in this region—4 birds 
were seen on October 19. Gadwall—3 birds 
shot from a flock of 5 on November 29 
(H. Mason)—is very rare locally. 

Of other fall migrants, two appeared 
earlier than ever before recorded: White- 
throated Sparrow, October 12 (Mrs. A. L. 
Whigham); and Rusty Blackbird, Novem- 
ber 23. Ruby-crowned Kinglet, on Oc- 
tober 8 (Mrs. Whigham), equaled its previ- 
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ous earliest arrival. Other early (though 
not earliest) arrivals reported by Mrs. 
Whigham, from Century, are: House 
Wren, October 5; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
October 9; Dickcissel (of late years, ap- 
parently a regular addition to the local 
list), October 29; and Goldfinch, Novem- 
ber 15. 

Several departing migrants stayed later 
than ever before recorded: Chestnut-sided 
Warbler (very rare) and Yellow-throated 
Vireo, October 19; Dowitcher, October 25; 
and Cabot’s Tern, October 26. Barn Swal- 
low—2 flights of 9 birds each—reported on 
November 20 (Hollom) was later than any 
previously recorded except single stragglers. 
Rufous Hummingbird, a regular winter 
migrant in the past few years in one or two 
Pensacola gardens, was reported several 
times in December (Mrs. M. McClanahan), 
dates not given, and stayed later than ever 
before recorded—January 6. 

Black and White Warblers, not noted 
in winter since before the freeze of Janu- 
ary 1940, were seen on November 11 and 
23 and January 18. A single American 
Egret on December 21 (Hollom) is un- 
usual in this region in winter. Gannet—3 
birds in immature plumage, January 25— 
was much earlier than the occasional 
straggling flights of that species that ap- 
pear from late February to mid-April.— 
Francis M. Weston, 2006 E, Jordan St., 
Pensacola, Fla. 
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The fall and early winter were marked 
by unseasonably warm weather, notably 
so in December when the average tem- 
perature for the 
State was more 
than 5° above 
normal. This 
trend was broken 
only by the sud- 
den severe cold 
weather which 
prevailed from 
about January 4- 
11, during which 
the minimal 
temperatures dropped below zero over the 
entire State. The prevailing drought was 


interrupted by an excess of rainfall dur- 
ing October, but the remainder of the 
period was very dry. 

Although there were some scattered late 
dates of departure for a few migrant 
species, the warm weather did not seem 
to influence the migration of those passeri- 
forms which winter far to the south. At 
Put-in-Bay, there were no good warbler 
days after October 1, only a few straggling 
individuals remaining until the middle of 
the month. At Toledo, Mr. Campbell’s ex- 
perience was quite the same. Once again 
it is notable that the majority of the few 
available records for the Orange-crowned 
Warbler occurred in October, for example: 
Put-in-Bay, October 5 and 16; Salem, Oc- 
tober 12 (Baker); Canton, October | and 
10 (Braun, Keplinger). Among the water 
birds quite a few species stayed north later 
than usual, viz: Green Heron, Columbus, 
November 9 (Mills, Barry); Florida Galli- 
nule, Canton, November 1 (Tawney); 
Spotted Sandpiper, Toledo, November 16 
(Mayfield), and Put-in-Bay, November 28 
(Trautman); Stilt Sandpiper, Pine Lake, 
October 26 (Mellinger); Semipalmated 
Plover, Canton, November 1 (Tawney). 

Correlated perhaps with the mild tem- 
peratures of late fall, the winter was 
marked by the presence of many ‘semi- 
hardy’ species. Waterfowl were certainly 
present in greater than average abun- 
dance, and the Christmas count lists in- 
cluded a surprising number of shore birds, 
herons, and grebes. During the severe cold 
weather of early January, Lake Erie and 
the smaller lakes froze over, and most of 
the water birds disappeared. Of the lakes 
in the Cuyahoga Falls-Akron region only 
Summit Lake remained open, and here on 
January 18 there were 2 Red-breasted Mer- 
gansers, 2 Horned Grebes, and | Pied- 
billed Grebe (Renneckar). Along the 
Scioto River north of Columbus, where a 
bird-count party reported over 2000 ducks 
of 10 species, the numbers declined in 
January to about 250, including only 4 
species—Mallard, Black Duck, Golden-eye, 
and American Merganser (Barry). 

In addition to the mild fall weather 
there was an extraordinary crop of beech 
nuts, which may account in part for the 
numbers of Red-headed Woodpeckers, 


Blue Jays, and perhaps other species. In 
the vicinity of Salem, Baker and Mellinger 
found Red-heads “at least as common as 
in summer,” while near Oxford, Mattox 
estimated that there were between 200 
and 300 Red-heads wintering in a single 
woods. The Red-breasted Nuthatch also is 
well represented on winter lists as might 
be expected following a notable fall 
flight. Beginning in late November there 
was a moderately large flight of Snowy 
Owls, most of the records coming from 
the Lake Erie shore: Cleveland, many 
records, the earliest November 20 (Wil- 
liams); Put-in-Bay, at least 2, and perhaps 
4 individuals, December 14 to January 14; 
Toledo, several records, December 21 to 
date (Metzger, Mattlin). Other northern 
visitors have been rather infrequent. Gos- 
hawks were reported from Auburn Center, 
October 2 (Kula, Williams), and from 
Willow (Roth, Williams); Evening Gros- 
beak from Rocky River near Cleveland, 
November 2 (Dike, Williams); Red Cross- 
bills from near Willoughby, October 25 
(Godfrey, Newcomer), and also from Syl- 
vania in late January (Campbell). 

A feature of the season in northern 
Ohio was an influx of Black-capped Chick- 
adees which assumed major proportions. 
On South Bass Island, where there had 
been no resident population, the first 
Black-caps were seen October 16. They 
were recorded daily throughout the late 
fall, and a few wintered. Unusual abun- 
dance was noted by other observers in 
northern Ohio: by Morse at Cleveland, G. 
A. Smith at Cuyahoga Falls; Baker at Sa- 
lem; Campbell at Toledo. Baker contrasts 
the Christmas count figures for the past two 
years: 1940, 30; 1941, 137. Comparable 
figures from Toledo are: 1940, 27; 1941, 
188. Campbell found Black-caps_ this 
winter in a number of localities where he 
had never before seen them in 16 years of 
observation. 

Three wintering species unreported on 
any bird-count list should be noted: Long- 
eared Owl, at Teegarden, December 25- 
January 25 (Stewart, Baker); Sora, near 
Dayton, December 16 (Blincoe); Phoebe, 
Buckeye Lake, December 26 (Claugus).— 
CuHarces F. WALKER, Stone Laboratory, 
Put-in-Bay, Ohio. 
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CHICAGO REGION 


Temperatures almost consistently higher 
than normal were registered throughout 
October. The relatively mild weather, only 
occasionally in- 
terrupted by 
brief periods of 
cold and rain, 
continued until 
January and may 
account in part 
for the delayed 
migrations indi- 
cated in our last 
report. Precipita- 
tion during Oc- 
tober was +4.88 inches but during the 
succeeding months it was well below 
normal. 

Records of various water birds sub- 
stantiate other evidence of a generally re- 
tarded fall migration. Five Horned Grebes 
seen off the Indiana Dunes on Decem- 
ber 26 (C. O. S. field trip) constitute a rare 
winter record for the species in this area. 
Breeding species of river ducks began con- 
centrating at least a month later than last 
year and migrating birds did not arrive 
in numbers until the third week of Oc- 
tober. It is interesting to note that major 
flocks of Baldpates preceded those of Mal- 
lards this year. Enormous mixed flocks 
of ducks were concentrated at the southern 
end of Lake Michigan from November 20- 
30. Thousands of individuals were ob- 
served as far as the eye could reach along 
the Chicago lake front and beyond to 
Gary and Michigan City, Ind. Numerous 
Canvas-backs were identified by Raymond 
Grow near Gary but were far outnumbered 
by Scaups, Old-squaws and Mergansers. 

Coots were abundant at McGinnis 
Slough until December 7 (Blake, Crymes) 
and 2 were seen as late as January 2 
(Bartel). Other late or unusual records 
include a Golden Plover, October 11 
(Dreuth), a Woodcock and 3 Yellow- 
legs at Orland, November 2 (Baldwin, 
Lewy, Strong), a Franklin’s Gull, Octo- 
ber 31 (Dreuth), a Glaucous Gull which 
has remained near the Navy Pier since 
first reported by Mrs. Baldwin on De- 
cember 14, and a Common Tern at Gary, 
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November 3 (R. Grow). Five Mourning 
Doves were seen at Lisle, November 15, 
and singly thereafter through Decem- 
ber 12. 

A considerable migration of hawks oc- 
curred October 5. During a 70-minute 
period 46 were counted at Lake Forest, 
including 14 Sharp-shinned, 5 Cooper's, 8 
miscellaneous Buteos, 4 Marsh and 6 Spar- 
row Hawks. An unusual concentration of 
24 Red-headed Woodpeckers was found in 
the Indiana Dunes, December 26 (C.O.S.) 

The following table of Passeres is fur- 
ther indication of a delayed migration 
trend. 

1941 DEPARTURES 


Last Nextto Previous 
Report Last Late 
Philadelphia Vireo Oct. 12* Sept.29 Sept. 26 
Yellow Warbler Oct. 25 Oct. 16 Sept. 26 
Magnolia Warbler Oct. 14 Oct. 2% Oct. 9 
Black-thr. Green 
Warbler Oct. 22 Oct. 18 Oct. 21 


Black-poll Warbler Oct.10* Oct. 4 Oct. 3 


Connecticut Warbler Oct. 13 Sept. 6 Sept. 30 
N. Yellow-throat Oct. 19* Oct. 14 Oct. 3 
Scarlet Tanager Oct. 6 Oct. 1% Oct. 2 
Indigo Bunting Oct. 14* Oct. 10 Oct. 6 


*More than one observed. 5 
“Previous Late” records are from ‘Birds of the 
Chicago Region,’ 1935. 


Flocks of approximately a_ thousand 
Red-wings were reported at Lake Calu- 
met and in the Orland area during early 
November (Baldwin, Lewy, Strong). Four 
Giant Red-wings were tentatively identi- 
fied at Naperville, December 6 (Springer). 
Flocks of Rusty Blackbirds arrived in the 
area three weeks later than last year and 
one individual reported in Lake Forest, 
January 31, constitutes the second local 
winter record. 

The Fringillidae in general have ap- 
peared in unusual numbers, with several 
rare species being reported. A Pine Gros- 
beak, seldom reported in this region, was 
seen on the Navy Pier, November 9 (Hola- 
bird) and a flock of about 50 Evening 
Grosbeaks, first seen December 3 (Walter 
Cannon) have wintered in Lake Forest for 
the first time in many years. Three Mon- 
tana Juncos, reported during October in 
addition to those seen in September, 
somewhat alter the local status of this 
species. A Harris’s Sparrow was found in 
Lincoln Park, October 4 (Dreuth).—EMMET 
R. Brake, Field Museum, Chicago, and 
E.ten T. Smitu, Lake Forest, Jil. 


MISSOURI REGION 


Except for a sharp dip to zero during 
the first ten days of January, temperatures 
for the entire period were slightly above 
normal. October, 
with a record- 
breaking precip- 
itation of 12 


inches brought 
- | water levels to 
€ +s ig ‘| an unusual high, 


J5|a condition 
which still ex- 
ists. Since that 
deluge, rainfall has been below normal 
and, as snowfall has been very light, there 
has been no interference with the food 
supply of wintering birds. 

Small flocks of ducks, mostly Mallards 
and Blue-winged Teal began moving into 
the region during September, individuals 
and species increasing through October 
and November. October's excessive pre- 
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cipitation flooded thousands of acres of 
corn fields and created many pools, per- 
mitting flocks to scatter so that heavy 
concentrations were not noticeable except 
in the sanctuaries. At Squaw Creek there 
were an estimated 250,000 ducks during 
November, of which about 60% were Mal- 
lards and 30% Pintails. J. E. Comfort 
found thousands of ducks representing 14 
species on Horseshoe Lake, IIl., December 
14, and Father Link estimated that there 
were 20,000 ducks present on the lakes at 
Pere Marquette State Park during the first 
week of January. Canvas-backs and Gad- 
walls were more numerous than usual in 
the eastern part of the State but this was 
not true in the western portion; the Red- 
head and Ruddy were not common in 
either section. The Greater Scaup, rare in 
this region, was seen at Quivera, Decem- 
ber 2 (Hedges), and at St. Louis, Janu- 
ary 4 (Comfort, Short). Canada Geese 
first appeared at Sugar Lake, October 11, 
and Father Link found small numbers of 
them in a mixed flock of 1000 Blue Geese 
which also contained a sprinkling of Hut- 
chins’s and White-fronted Geese at Pere 
Marquette, October 12. 

White Pelicans were unusually common 
throughout the State during October and 
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early November. Flying wedges of 80 or 
more were often seen and a flock of nearly 
300 was observed feeding at the Lake of 
the Ozarks, October 5. Double-crested 
Cormorants appeared early, a flock of 11 
being seen at Sugar Lake, September 27. 
A mixed flock of 800 Herring and Ring- 
billed Gulls was seen by Miller at the 
Lake of the Ozarks, October 18, and 
Hedges found a flock of 132 Ring-billed 
Gulls at Quivera Lake, November 2, an 
unusual number. Bonaparte’s Gulls were 
seen at St. Louis, October 4, and Frank- 
lin’s Gulls at Quivera, November 16. Of 
more than passing interest is the record 
of 100 American Egrets at Lake Park, IIl., 
during early October. Killdeer have 
greatly increased in numbers this year. In- 
teresting shore-bird records at Lake Park 
were the Ruddy Turnstone seen October 7 
(Short, Zempel); Sanderling seen Oc- 
tober 19 (Ernst, Grumman); Avocet found 
on October 18 (Short, et al.)—the second 
local record in 55 years. 

Eastern Red-tails have been present in 
usual numbers but Krider's, Harlan’s and 
American Rough-legs have been less com- 
mon than last year. Reports of wintering 
Cooper’s Hawks have been frequent. The 
Red-shoulder, quite uncommon at Kansas 
City, was seen January 11. Only two re- 
ports have been received of Short-eared 
Owls, a species common and well dis- 
tributed during the winter of 1940-1941. 
Several Bald Eagles have been seen at 
Pere Marquette and one was observed at 
Squaw Creek, October 11. 

During the last week of October and 
the first week of November, a great wave 
of sparrows passed through the Kansas 
City area. Harris’s, White-throated, Fox 
and Song Sparrows swarmed in the exten- 
sive vine tangles and weed patches near 
Parkville. Reduced numbers of these 
species with small numbers of Swamp, 
Lincoln’s and White-crowned Sparrows 
have wintered there. The Arctic Towhee 
appeared early this year (October 25) but 
has wintered in less than half of its usual 
numbers. Reports from over the State 
indicate quite an increase in wintering 
Bluebirds. Red-headed Woodpeckers, Blue 
Jays, Purple Finches, and Pine Siskins have 
been scarce. 
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Among the unusual records of the sea- 
son have been the Short-billed Marsh 
Wren at Parkville, December 21 (Har- 
ford); Orange-crowned Warbler at Kansas 
City, January 11 (closely watched by 
Spotswood and Cunningham for 30 min- 
utes); 5 Hermit Thrushes at Pere Mar- 
quette during January (Link); and about 
100 Myrtle Warblers wintering at Rankin 
near St. Louis.—JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM, 
4425 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION 


The fall was marked by no exceptional 
weather. The first hard freeze at Minne- 
apolis was on October 26, the first snow 
flurries on Octo- 


ber 28. Precipita- 
[end tion in October 
\ innesota 


was above normal, 
below in Novem- 
ber. December 
was comparatively 
mild, the first sub- 
zero weather dur- 
ing the second 
week. Christmas 
day was snowless 
and mild. But 
January began with five days of continu- 
ous severe cold far below zero over the 
entire State, followed after a brief respite 
by subzero temperature until the 16th. 
The remainder of the month was un- 
usually mild, almost ‘balmy’ at times, 
reaching 56° at Duluth on the 22nd (Mrs. 
Olin) and 50° on the 25th at Minneapolis, 
but below freezing every night. December 
and January were dry months and the 
period ended with little or no snow. 

The mild winter has resulted in many 
of the half-hardy birds remaining in 
greater numbers than usual and for others 
later dates of departure have been re- 
ported. Areas of open water have attracted 
many Mallards and with them Blue-winged 
Teal, Ring-necks, Lesser Scaups, and even 
Canvas-backs and Redheads. A pair of 
Green-winged Teal with a Coot and a 
Pied-billed Grebe wintered near Fort 
Snelling. Golden-crowned Kinglets, Red- 
breasted Nuthatches, Flickers, Red- 
headed Woodpeckers, Mourning Doves, 
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Sparrow Hawks and Bald Eagles were re- 
ported more frequently than usual. 

E. D. Swedenborg writes under date of 
January 11 as follows: “Just a_ brief 
resumé of the highlights of a most inter- 
esting fall and winter. October 5, 2 
Turkey Vultures near Chanhassen. Octo- 
ber 10, a late Barn Swallow and a very late 
Black Tern near Green Isle. November 11, 
about 75 Buffle-heads at Christmas and 
Galpin Lakes. November 19, a Lesser Yel- 
low-legs, and on November 30 a Killdeer 
at Bass Pond (both late dates). Decem- 
ber 22, a Snowy Owl (Mrs. Swedenborg), 
but most interesting of all is the bird life 
that is still to be found in almost every 
field and barnyard in the Minnesota River 
Valley by the Nichols and Bloomington 
Ferry. There must be over a thousand 
Red-wings and with them are at least 10 
Grackles, an equal number of Brewer's and 
today we saw 13 Cowbirds, both sexes, 
feeding among the sheep, steers and hogs 
in a barnyard at Nichols.” There is only 
one previous winter record, a single bird 
at Montevideo, December 12, 1930 (Mrs. 
Wilson). 

Several Greater Scaup specimens were 
added to the museum collection during 
the fall. This is a rare duck in Minnesota. 

Harrell and Longley of St. Paul report 
the following winter records: Bluebird, 
December 5; Brown Thrasher, Decem- 
ber 6; Duck Hawk, December 13; Glau- 
cous Gull, November 21 and 29; Green- 
winged Teal, December 28. 

Notes of special interest. A second 
Varied Thrush taken near Grand Marais, 
November 22, 1941, by Dr. W. P. Abbott 
and donated to the museum collection; 
Canada Jay, Lake Minnetonka, mid-No- 
vember (C. E. Munns); a Sanderling in 
Ottertail County, November 9, 1941 
(Breckenridge); Oven-bird, November 3, 
1941, at Minneapolis (Miss Aler); 2 Surf 
Scoters shot October 18, at Lac qui Parle 
Lake by James Jezeske; Hudsonian Chick- 
adee visiting window feeding station at 
Fairmont, Martin County (Dr. Ludtke); 
Glaucous Gull, 3, at Duluth, December 24 
(Dr. Lakela); American Egret, pair near 
Waconia all summer, joined by 13 others 
in October, remaining until freeze-up. 

There has been a moderate invasion of 


Bohemian Waxwings in Minnesota this 
winter, flocks numbering 50 to 60 or occa- 
sionally even larger being seen at Minne- 
apolis and elsewhere; Evening and Pine 
Grosbeaks at Duluth and Brainerd but 
only sparingly farther south. 

The following letter from Albert Hoch- 
baum, stationed at J. F. Bell’s Experiment 
Laboratory at Delta on the south shore of 
Lake Manitoba, should be of interest to 
Minnesota students of waterfowl. It is 
published with permission of Mr. Hoch- 
baum. “In general the waterfowl condi- 
tions showed improvement in the Delta 
region this year. There was an increase 
of all species except the Ruddy Duck 
in the spring flight and during the breed- 
ing season, with the increase particularly 
noticeable in the Redhead, Canvas-back 
and Shoveller. 

“The fall flight was the heaviest I have 
seen since I have been here but was, I 
know, nothing like old times. The flight 
of Canvas-backs was particularly good .. . 
During the first week of the season more 
than 40% of the birds I saw in bags were 
‘Cans’ and the kill of Canvas-backs was 
heavier than that of Mallards until after 
the middle of the month.”’—Tuos. S. 
Roserts, Museum of Natural History, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 
REGION 


This winter will go into the records as 
one of the mildest in this region’s history. 
The prevailing weather was mild with 
never more 
than a few 
=| inchesofsnow 
3 at any one 
¥ 
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time. Winds 
were mostly 
light, and no 
y apa ; | bad storms 
1 were reported. 
The worst cold snap occurred between 
December 30 and January 10, with a 
minimum temperature of —35°. Precipita- 
tion during the period was 2.46 inches. 
According to the United States Weather 
Bureau, 1941 was the wettest year in the 
climatological history of North Dakota— 
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truly good news to lovers of marsh and 
water birds. In South Dakota, Beed states 
that the total precipitation at Sand Lake 
for the period November 1, 1941 to Janu- 
ary 31, was only .23 of an inch. 

This past fall failed to produce any- 
thing that compared to the ‘Armistice Day 
Storm’ of 1940. Consequently, there was 
no mass exodus of waterfowl such as we 
witnessed at that time. In the vicinity of 
Lower Souris, November was cloudy and 
rather stormy, and gave people some of 
the best duck hunting they have had for 
a very long time. The same was true in 
many other parts of the region. In the 
eastern sector, hunters had fine goose 
shooting which many compared to ‘old 
times.’ 

White Pelicans were noted on Lower 
Souris as late as November 7. Whistling 
Swans are apparently continuing to in- 
crease, and were observed in good num- 
bers, especially during the second week in 
November. 

Characteristic of the goose flight at Sand 
Lake, Beed states that geese of all usual 
species were present in numbers far ex- 
ceeding those of past years, with the great- 
est increase in the Canada and Lesser 
Canada Geese. A flock of several hundred 
Snow and Blue Geese remained there for 
nearly two months. With the constantly 
increasing hunting pressure, I often won- 
der what the present status of our water- 
fowl would be without the Federal Refuge 
System. In one of the banding traps on 
Lower Souris, a perfect Mallard-X-Pintail 
drake was taken on November 11. Dart 
reports that Black Ducks nested for the 
first time on Upper Souris in 1941. Due 
to the unusually mild winter, ducks 
wintered in many parts of the region. 
These included principally Mallards, with 
a few Black Ducks, Pintail, and Golden- 
eyes. At Sand Lake, wintering ducks con- 
sisted of around 60,000 individuals. 

American Rough-legged Hawks were 
unusually common this last winter, es- 
pecially on Lower Souris where they were 
possibly attracted by the abundance of 
mice. Ambrosen states, “Probably due to 
the mild winter and an abundance of mice 
and cottontail rabbits many American 
Rough-leg and Marsh Hawks have re- 
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mained on the refuge throughout the 
winter. During my three winters at Wau- 
bay this is the first time I have seen any of 
these birds remain throughout the winter.” 
Golden Eagles were reported by many ob- 
servers, especially around points of duck 
concentration. In late fall, waterfowl are 
confined in large numbers to holes in the 
ice kept open by the birds’ activity. This 
is the last stand of the unfit, and predators 
find these birds ‘easy pickings.’ Although 
it is believed that the Eagles feed to a 
large extent on birds that would other- 
wise perish from the cold, observations 
prove that a strong and healthy duck can 
be taken with great ease. Bald Eagles 
were observed at Sand Lake (Beed), at 
Upper Souris (Dart), and at Bottineau 
(Street), with as many as 8 being seen at 
one time on Sand Lake. Wintering Marsh 
Hawks were reported by most observers, 
with Crows and Red-wings also noted. 

Brown Creeper common in Mouse River 
valley during entire period; also reported 
from Fargo. Another good year for Bo- 
hemian Waxwings. Stevens banded a 
Magnolia Warbler on October 9, and a 
Nashville Warbler on October 11, with 
another recorded (Fargo). Pine Gros- 
beaks were unusually common this winter 
in the northern part of the region, and 
were to be found in almost any well- 
wooded area. Purple Finches at Fargo 
from October 10—23 (Stevens). Snow 
Bunting exceptionally scarce.—C. J. 
Henry, Lower Souris National Wildlif 
Refuge, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Upham, North Dakota. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION 


I. The Weather. The first three months 
of the period were generally warm, with 
much cloudy weather, but less rain than 

earlier in 1941. 
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peratures fell away from 77° in October to 
50° in December and 35° in early January. 
The first norther, with a minimum of 51°, 
came October 26. Other northers with 
minimums of about 45° followed on No- 
vember 1, 7, 13, 24 (36°), December 14, 26, 
January 9 (29°), January 30. An average 
winter. 

II. General Conditions. In spite of many 
late records, birds seemed, on the whole, 
to be less plentiful than usual. Species in 
subnormal numbers along the upper coast: 
all ducks, Marsh Hawk, Sandhill Crane, 
King Rail, Clapper Rail, Killdeer (but 
more numerous than last winter), Red- 
backed Sandpiper, Bob-white, all owls, 
Flicker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Pipit, Star- 
ling, Hermit Thrush, Robin, Orange- 
crowned Warbler, White-throated Spar- 
row. Species unusually plentiful were: 
Pied-billed Grebe, Osprey, Caracara, Flor- 
ida Gallinule, Marbled Godwit, both 
Marsh Wrens, House Wren, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Pine 
Warbler. But Cove reported Pine Warb- 
lers scarce, as well as Sapsuckers, Chicka- 
dees, and Titmice. Pelicans, herons, geese, 
gulls and terns, blackbirds, and most spar- 
rows were about normal. The condition 
of shore birds was uncertain. Wilson's 
Snipe was very numerous in late January, 
but not earlier. Mrs. Hagar reported ducks, 
Flickers, and Ruby-crowned Kinglets nu- 
merous at Rockport; but in late December 
ducks were below normal on the Aransas 
Refuge. 

III. Arrivals. Canada, White-fronted, 
Lesser Snow, and Blue Geese arrived at 
the refuge on October 1; White-fronted 
and Lesser Snow at Cove on October 9 
and 10; Canada Goose at Cove, October 
20. All these dates, despite their peculiar 
discrepancies, are about normal. The Blue- 
winged Teal and Pintail showed up at the 
usual time (September 1), but the Shovel- 
ler, generally arriving right after the Pin- 
tail, was a month late (refuge on October 
9, Galveston on October 18); the Green- 
winged Teal was 6 weeks late (Cove on 
October 24, Houston on October 27). On 
the other hand, the Canvas-back was a 
month early at the refuge (October 1), as 
was the Redhead (October 9), though both 
these species came at the normal time 
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(October 27 and November 1) to Cove. 
The other ducks that normally arrive late 
(all dates for Cove) 
Lesser Scaup, 
November 23; 


came about as usual: 
Ring-necked, November 1; 
October 24; Golden-eye, 
Buffle-head, November 21. 
The Flicker arrived in Houston a trifle 
late (October 12), and the Sapsucker at 
Cove 10 days late (October 21). Most of 
the small passerine birds due October 1-15 
were 1 or 2 weeks late (Phoebe, House 
Wren, Short-billed Marsh Wren, Orange- 
crowned Warbler, Savannah Sparrow); 
those due later (last week of October) 
were on time, almost without exception 
(Hermit Thrush, Golden-crowned King- 
let, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Pipit, Brewer's 


Blackbird, Henslow’s Sparrow, White- 
throated Sparrow). 

IV. Departures. No species departed 
noticeably early in the period. The King- 


bird, Cliff Swallow, Nashville Warbler, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Hooded Warbler, 
and Wilson’s Warbler departed normally, 
in the week beginning October 4. The 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Wood and 
White Ibis, Spoonbill, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Arkansas 
Kingbird, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Mag- 
nolia Warbler, Redstart, and Indigo Bunt- 
ing departed normally, in the 10 days after 
October 23. The Green Heron and Least 
Bittern departed 3 weeks late (October 
4); Purple Gallinule 6 weeks late (October 
18); Wilson’s Plover a month late (Octo- 
ber 21); Nighthawk and Chimney Swift a 
week late (November 1). 

IV. Unusual Records. For the second 
year in succession an American Scoter was 
shot at Rockport, sometime in December; 
and an Old-squaw was there November 24 
There was a heavy invasion of the rare 
Red-breasted Nuthatch in the Galveston 
Bay region from November 1. Many un- 
seasonable records were made: Wood Ibis, 
Cove, December 27; Spoonbill, Rockport, 
January 11; Sora, Cove, December 22, and 
Galveston, December 25; Long-billed Cur- 
lew, Galveston, December 25; Whip-poor- 
will, Cove, January 22; Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher, Sheldon, December 27; Yellow- 
throated Vireo, Houston, January 9, fe- 
male specimen taken by Webster. 

In general, the season was markedly ir- 


regular, rather poor for the birds, and a 
little more interesting than average for 
the observer.—GrorcE G. WILLIAMS, The 


Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 
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December, with more rainy days than 
any other December on record, ended a 
year of exceptionally high rainfall. Recent 
departures from 
normal weather 
have been numer- 
ous and varied, 
and have brought 
many noticeable 
changes in the 
bird life in central 
California, but in- 
. formation is too 
Pacipie— | meager to trace all 
a. ae | the relationships. 
| % | It is clear, how- 

ever, that many 
kinds of birds have been influenced, some 
of them directly but more of them through 
changes in the food supply. In some spe- 
cies, the response was to move to a new 
location, in others it involved merely a 
change in diet. 

An appreciable movement of Lewis's 
Woodpecker into central California oc- 
curred again this winter, but the birds did 
not stay in some of the places occupied a 
year ago. California Woodpeckers are still 
absent from some locations whence they 
moved when the meager acorn supply be- 
came exhausted. In other localities, for 
example the Berkeley hills, they appeared 
in numbers at places where they ordinarily 
do not occur, Six were seen on December 
21 in Leona Heights by Seibert. 

While traveling down the Saratoga grade 
on December 20, Mrs. Allen noticed Rob- 
ins eating fallen madrone berries besi-le 
the road. Then she saw great flocks flying 
among the trees on the ridges above the 
road. For about two miles the birds were 
everywhere, on both sides of the canyon 
and flying across, with them many flocks of 
Band-tailed Pigeons. Except at a roost, she 
had never seen such masses of these birds. 
Probably many Varied Thrushes were in- 
cluded, judging from the numbers at 
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Boulder Creek the day before. On Janu- 
ary 3 there were no conspicuous numbers 
of Robins in this locality and only one 
flock of 25 pigeons. On December 1, she 
had written that at Boulder Creek there 
had been no large number of birds feed- 
ing on madrone berries, only a few Robins 
and Cedar Waxwings. 

Robins were very abundant around 
Davis after mid-December (Emlen), sev- 
eral thousand roosting nightly on the 
campus. Spotted Towhees, always present 
in winter there, have never been half so 
common as this winter. Golden-crowned 
Sparrows were represented in mixed 
crowned-sparrow flocks by a higher pro- 
portion than in past years. 

In the Sacramento Valley ducks, notably 
the Pintail, were present in the largest 
numbers observed in six years of residence 
by Emlen. It has been an exceptionally 
good year for geese, too. Emlen and Robert 
Storer estimated 80,000 Snow Geese and 
50,000 others on their Christmas count. 

Few ducks were found at Berkeley 
Aquatic Park in the fall (Mrs. Allen). 
Other birds there seemed to vary with the 
tide; as the tide comes in birds that have 
been feeding on the mudflats come to the 
park to rest. On November 26, on a trip to 
Belvedere and in the many marshes and 
lagoons beside the cove, she saw many 
water birds and more ducks than she had 
seen elsewhere. Ducks were non-existent 
at Dumbarton during the hunting season. 

There was an unusual abundance of 
hawks and owls in the vicinity of Davis— 
possibly associated with the great numbers 
of rats and mice present there this winter. 
Red-tailed Hawks and Ferruginous Rough- 
legs were most strikingly numerous. Long- 
eared Owls were reported from two places 
near Davis. 

Some additional birds deserve special 
mention for the period. Water birds: Pied- 
billed Grebe, Carmel River-mouth La- 
goon, on October 5 an adult was feeding 
striped-headed begging young, at least 3 
young and 2 adults in the group (Wil- 
liams); White-fronted Goose, same locality, 
1 on November 23 and 28 (W.); Knot, 
October 15, 15 on Alameda shore, rather 
late (Kelly); Red-backed Sandpiper, Oc- 
tober 4, none on Alameda shore, but pres- 
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ent on the 15th (K.); Glaucous-winged 
Gull and Herring Gull, October 25, first 
for season at Carmel (W.); Sabine’s Gull, 
Point Cypress, one on October 3, first 
known to observer seen from land on the 
Monterey Peninsula (W.). 

Land birds: Anna’s Hummingbird, 
Davis, a male on January 27, first mid- 
winter record for floor of valley, though it 
apparently winters in the foothills in that 
region (Emlen); Tree Swallow, Davis, 
about 5 on January 18, 8 miles northeast 
(E.); Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Water 
Temple near Sunol, quite a flock on Octo- 
ber 29 (Allen); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Point Lobos, 2 on October 26, Carmel, 2 
on November 28 (Williams); Warbling 
Vireo, Point Lobos, 1 on October 8 
(Riney); Yellow Warbler, Davis, a bright 
one on University Farm on December 23 
(Emlen, R. Storer).—JEAN M. LINSDALE, 
Museum of Vertebrate Zodlogy, Berkeley, 
Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
REGION 


Weather for the period was quite varied. 
A very late hot spell in October was cli- 
maxed with 92° on October 16, second 

hottest for the 
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November, the 
rest of the 
month being 
mild. December 
was markedly 
colder, with 
several inches 
of rain in midmonth and snowfall of 1 
foot or more in the higher mountains. 
Warm, sunny January days started many 
birds singing, and courting activity of sev- 
eral species was noted. 

Coast and Lowlands. Fall migration 
continued into October, ducks and shore 
birds being especially common in Novem- 
ber. Many tardy land-bird migrants were 
recorded, but no bulk arrival of winter 
visitants until late October and November, 
or even January | in San Diego (Gander). 
Near Los Angeles the breeding season was 
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already started by the end of January, 
nests of Anna’s Hummingbird (Keely) and 
Bush-Tits (Stultz) being found completed. 

Loons and Grebes common. A flock of 
1500 Loons near Los Angeles on December 
15 contained all 3 species (Kent). A Red- 
throated Loon (rare inland) during Janu- 
ary at Devil’s Gate Dam, Pasadena. 

Sooty Shearwater, 8 on November 24 
(Kent). Black-vented Shearwater, 500 off 
Santa Monica pier on November 29 
(Cruickshank, Murdock). 

Hawks. Several Condors seen in air at 
once in Ventura County mountains, early 
December (Cruickshank, Murdock). A 
White-tailed Kite at Sandyland on Decem- 
ber 19 (Varick),and a pair watched at close 
range near Ventura on January 25 (several 
observers). No reports of migrating Swain- 
son’s Hawk, but 4 Ferruginous Rough-legs 
in Baldwin Hills, December 20 (Hastings). 

Shore birds, etc. Knots, reported in Sep- 
tember, seen again on November 24, Playa 
del Rey (Kent). A Pectoral Sandpiper at 
Santa Barbara on October 5, the first ob- 
served there since 1924 (Rhett). Avocets 
fairly common. Florida Gallinule, 2, Carls- 
bad Refuge, San Diego County, January 19 
(Hastings). Several Mountain Plovers on 
January 23 near Ventura (Stultz); reported 
common around Tulare Lake region in 
San Joaquin Valley, where there were some 
7000 wintering Sandhill or Little Brown 
Cranes, with 4000 north of Lost Hills (L. 
Arnold). 

Land birds. In the Pasadena foothills, 
Band-tailed Pigeons increasing steadily. 
Lewis's Woodpeckers common from late 
October on in East Pasadena oaks. Some 
especially late dates: Ash-throated Fly- 
catcher, November 20, Santa Barbara 
(Rhett); Cassin’s Vireo, Calaveras Warbler 
and Bullock’s Oriole, November 6, Chats- 
worth (L. A. Audubon); Black-throated 
Gray Warbler and 4 Cowbirds, November 
2, San Gabriel River Sanctuary (Berry); 
last Black-headed Grosbeak, October 21, 


South Pasadena (Cogswell), and immature 
male Western Tanager, December 20, Santa 
Barbara (Rhett). Wintering Tree Swallows 
in the Los Angeles area were accompanied 
by a few Violet-greens and at least 1 Barn 
Swallow in January (Stultz). Townsend's 
Warblers rather common since October 17 
at Santa Barbara (Rhett). Small flocks of 
Chipping Sparrows during December and 
January in Pasadena; also noted in San 
Diego where not seen during previous 
winters (Gander). Lincoln’s Sparrow, 2 
records. Brown Thrasher, Santa Barbara, 
December 10-18 (E. S. Spaulding). Black- 
tailed Gnatcatcher in Pasadena city limits 
in November by the late C. W. Michael. 
Wintering flocks of Robins and Cedar 
Waxwings were not widespread, the first 
Robins arriving in San Diego on Janu- 
ary 8 (Gander). 

Higher Mountain Areas. Snowfall in 
December sent lingering summer residents 
to the foothills. At Big Bear and Baldwin 
Lakes, the thousands of Pintail and Teal 
present on October 12 were nowhere to 
be found on November 16 after 4 weeks 
of hunting season. Canvas-backs arrived 
in late November (Stultz), and on Decem- 
ber 28 were abundant on available open 
water. The usual wintering flock of Amer- 
ican Mergansers at Big Bear numbered 
approximately 350 on the same date. 

Among the pines, Lewis's Woodpeckers 
were very abundant on November 16. 
Band-tailed Pigeons in flocks of several 
hundreds in upper Santa Ana Canyon on 
November 16 and December 28. A female 
Williamson’s Sapsucker at Chilao in San 
Gabriel range on December 7 (Berry). 

Desert Areas. Near Victorville, 1000 
White Pelicans migrating southeast on Oc- 
tober 12 (Cogswell); 200 high over San 
Gabriel mountains on December 7; 30 in 
southern San Joaquin Valley on February 
1 (Stultz, Daugherty).—Howarp L. Coes- 
WELL, 3807 Sierra Grande St., Pasadena, 
Calif. 


A summary of all of the foregoing reports appears in this issue of AUDUBON MAGa- 
ZINE under the title of ‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 
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tional copies of the section containing ‘The Season’ only, 15 cents; that containing ‘The 
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